RICHELIEU AND EUROPE
proved successful, to act in his turn, if the situation per-
mitted him.
The hired bully who was needed was well known to
Richelieu: he was Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden.
He had been told all about him at the siege of La Rochelle,
by Hercule Girard, Baron de Charnace, a great traveller,
half-diplomat, half-adventurer, an expert at business and
in judging men. Gustavus Adolphus had fascinated him.
He was, he told the Cardinal, a 'new sun' that had risen,
and he told him the romantic story of the prince. Son of
Charles of Suderman, who had ousted from the throne his
nephew Sigismond Vasa, the legitimate heir and a Catholic,
in order to possess it for himself and to place a Lutheran
dynasty at the head of Sweden, Gustavus Adolphus, King
for sixteen years, had never ceased to carry on war. He
had fought against Russia, he had fought against Poland,
he had extended the Swedish domination on the Baltic
coasts. Impetuous and heroic, uniting the conceptions of
a great general with the rashness of a soldier, only fully
alive with the smell of powder in his nostrils and the din
of battle in his ears, he was one of those leaders who make
fanatics of their men, and whose very presence seems to
bring victory. Besides, he was sadly in need of money,
and Richelieu, less enthusiastic than Charnace, but seeing
which side of this sovereign, whom he regarded as little
better than a troop leader, one would have to approach, re-
solved to win him over. As a Protestant, Gustavus Adolphus
hated Austria. He knew, moreover, that if she were
allowed to attain her ambitions, she would attack all the
little states, and that Sweden, particularly, would suffer
the fate of Denmark. The moment was perhaps ripe for
barring the way, if one could. To wait was dangerous:
soon, perhaps, it would be too late.
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